
WWHS Choral Syllabus

2013 - 2014
Teacher: Ms. Catie Hitzigrath

Room: 500

Email: hitzigrathc@wilkes.k12.nc.us
Phone: (336) 973-4503 x173
Website: www.westhighchorus.weebly.com
First Semester Schedule:



Second Semester Schedule:

1st Block: Beginning Vocal Music


1st Block: Beginning Vocal Music
2nd Block: Intermediate Vocal Music


2nd Block: Intermediate Vocal Music
3rd Block: Ensemble (Proficient/Advanced)

3rd Block: Ensemble (Proficient/Advanced)
Course Objectives

Choir members will:

· Develop musical competencies: sight-singing, music theory, correct vocal technique

· Explore music from a historical perspective through the study of choral repertoire from various periods.  

· Successfully perform this repertoire for the school and/or community

· Develop each singer's vocal abilities to the fullest potential

· Encourage concert attendance and stimulate musical growth with the hope that students will continue their contact with music after graduation

· Be prepared for evaluations of material covered during class, either by performance, or by written tests and individual vocal assessments.

Materials:

· Choral folder
· Music
· Spiral notebook
· Pencil

· Clear water bottle

· Laptop (this may not be used every day, but students are expected to bring it so they are prepared for activities completed in class)
Rehearsal Expectations

Self-discipline is required of every choral student. It is necessary during every rehearsal, activity, and performance.  Students must be aware that their behavior during school and at public performances reflects on both West Wilkes High School and the Choral Department.  Please keep in mind the following expectations:

· Respect yourself and others! 100% positive participation will prevent disruptive behavior. CRITICIZING ANOTHER STUDENT’S VOICE OR EFFORT IS UNACCEPTABLE AND WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.
· Be on time in your seat, with your folder, pencil, and water bottle when the tardy bell rings.

· Absolutely no food, GUM, or drinks, other than clear water. 

· Pick up your folder/music books as you enter the classroom. 

· Students will be issued music. Each student is responsible for this music and will be required to pay for music that is lost or damaged in any way.

· Students may only play the piano or adjust any sound equipment when asked by the director to do so.

· Proper concert etiquette is required at all performances. 
· Cell phones, iPods, and any other electronic devices must be turned off and out of sight during class.  If the director sees any of these devices or can tell you that you are using them, they will be confiscated.
· Laptop usage should be limited to school related activities only. Under no circumstances should you be chatting, social networking, on youtube, playing games, etc. Please remember that laptop usage is a privilege and can be taken away if you are not using it responsibly.
Grading Policy
Please become familiar with the grading system below as students will be evaluated in a variety of ways and it is important to call attention to all of them.
Rehearsal Skills – 30% - Weekly rehearsal grades will be determined by daily display of vocal/rehearsal technique including the following:  Posture for singing, correct breathing technique, vowel/consonant execution, sight-singing and vocal blend.
Class Work – 20% - Students will often be required to share or turn in work done in class.  This may include, but is not limited to theory work, compositions, essays, analysis, and listening examples.
Projects/Quizzes – 15% - Students will periodically have projects (either group of individual) as well as have written assessments on music theory, or performance assessments on knowledge of music.
Performances – 35% - Performances are REQUIRED.  If a student must miss a performance the director must have prior knowledge of the absence and an alternate assignment may be required. 

Disciplinary Procedures
Failure to adhere to the above rules may result in the following consequences:

· Director / Student conference 

· Parent phone call

· Office referral

· Removal from performance based setting to do other assignments.
Attendance Policy
In a performing ensemble, attendance is everything.  It is imperative that you be at every rehearsal, both in and out of school, and especially every performance. 
Absence from outside-of-class rehearsals and concerts will be excused for the following reasons:

· Medical emergencies or personal injury

· Death in family

Examples of unexcused absences include but are not limited to:

· Work – You will know well in advance about these events and are expected to let supervisors know of your scheduling needs.

· Transportation – Make arrangements in advance.  If you cannot find transportation let me know and I will help you find a solution.
· Athletic Events – Communicate with me and your coach. If there is a conflict with a performance or rehearsal let us know as soon as possible and we will help you find a solution, but it is YOUR responsibility to make us aware of conflicts.
If you are in class you will be expected to participate.  If illness keeps you from participating in daily activities you should not be at school. If you have a cold or throat issues, let me know ahead of time and you will not be penalized, but are still expected to participate to the best of your ability. Also keep in mind the new school wide attendance policy which is that if you miss more than 6 days of school you will fail the course.
NOTE: All absences (excused or unexcused) are counted in this policy. Three tardies = one absence.

Tardy Policy
School policy will be followed for tardies with no exceptions.  Every 3 tardies equals one absence, including check-in and check-out for any reason. 
Performance Apparel
For performances the following apparel is required.  Hair must be pulled back, away from the face so that it doesn’t obstruct facial expression.

1st & 2nd Period – Beginning/Intermediate Vocal Music
Women may choose from the following:
· Black Dress – knee length or below OR

· Black Skirt/blouse – knee length or below AND
· Black dress pants (no jeans, yoga pants or leggings)

· Black shoes AND


· No distracting jewelry
· Blouse or dress selected must be of tasteful cut and cannot be sleeveless.
· If your skirt or dress is not full length you must wear black tights or pantyhose
Men are expected to wear the following

· Black dress pants (no jeans)

· White button down shirt

· Black socks and black dress shoes 
3rd Period – Proficient/Advanced Vocal Music (Ensemble)
All members of this ensemble will be required to purchase or rent their concert attire. If you have been in chorus in previous years you may already own your dress or tuxedo. If your outfit does not fit and cannot be altered to fit, or you do not own the attire yet, you will be required to buy a new one.  The cost of the women’s dress is $70. The men’s outfit includes a tuxedo shirt and pants, bowtie, cummerbund, coat, and costs $80.  If you’re interested in adding pants rather than providing your own, the cost will be $97. In addition to the attire they purchase men will be required to provide black dress shoes, and black socks. Ladies if there is a dress available in your size you are more than welcome to rent your dress at a cost of $20 per semester OR $30 per year. 
All concert attire MUST be paid for NO LATER than Friday October 4th, 2013 unless special arrangements have been made with Ms. Hitzigrath.

Note: If there are any questions or concerns about performance attire for any class, please see me individually. 
Performances
All performances are required events. Dates, times, and locations will be announced well in advance so that students will have plenty of time to schedule around them. 
If an emergency should arise, the student should contact the director as soon as possible before the performance.  Absences not excused in advance will be considered an unexcused and result in a zero, except in unavoidable circumstances.  Severe illness and family emergencies will be considered excused absences but parent communication is required.  All other absences should be cleared with the director well in advance.  Students who wish to be excused from a concert due to a conflict must submit an excuse in writing to the director at least 3 weeks in advance.  IF a student is excused from the performance they will be given the opportunity to do an alternate assignment to make up the grade and the student can make up to 90% of the missed concert grade through the assignment. If you miss a performance you automatically will NOT be exempt from the final exam period.
Note: Although conflicts do occasionally arise, if a student is in Ensemble and misses multiple concerts over the course of a semester, they will not be invited to return to Ensemble the following semester.

Important Dates

The following dates are already on the calendar for this year

Sept 21 9am – Honors Chorus Workshop at ASU (select students)

Sept 24 6pm-8pm – SAB All County Rehearsal at the Stone Center (1st & 2nd)

Sept 28 8am – Honors Chorus Auditions in Hickory (select students)

Oct 1 6pm-8pm - SATB All County Rehearsal at Stone Center (Ensemble only)

Oct 7 5:30-8pm - All County Clinic at Walker Center

Oct 8 8am – 3pm All County Clinic at Walker Center

Oct 8 7pm – All County Concert at Walker Center

Oct 17 9am – 3pm – Mars Hill Auditions at Mt Tabor High School (select students)

December Concert Date TBD

The form on the following page needs to be signed and
 returned by Friday August 30, 2013.  Please feel free
 to keep the rest of the syllabus for your own records.
Choral Syllabus Release Form
I have read the West Wilkes High School Choral Music Syllabus and I understand and agree to the policies and procedures listed in the document.  I have also taken note of all rehearsal and performance dates and times listed. I understand that there are any conflicts Ms. Hitzigrath must be made aware in writing as soon as possible. Ms. Hitzigrath will assess each situation individually to determine whether it is excused or unexcused. Pre-planned absences will be excuses only in extraordinary circumstances.
Student Name: (print)_______________________________________
X______________________________________
_________

Student Signature




Date

Parent Name(s): (print)_________________________________________________
X______________________________________
_________

Parent Signature




Date

Video and Audio Recording Consent:

Because of the nature of performing arts courses, it is necessary to record audio and sometimes video clips of class rehearsals and performances.  Such recordings are used exclusively for in-class assessment, critiques and learning assignments.  Please sign below indicating that you are aware that your child will be recorded in a group setting for assessment purposes.

X______________________________________
_________

Parent Signature




Date

Internet Posting Consent:

Choral classes are both social and academic groups that represent the school as a vital part of its identity and culture.  Many pictures of individual students and student groups may be taken throughout the year.  Parental permission is necessary to post any picture of students online where their faces are clearly visible.  The choral department may post such pictures of individual students on our website or the school’s site. Please sign below indicating permission to include your child in such postings
X______________________________________ 
_________

Parent Signature




Date


